
 
 

Henry Barnard School Parent Association (HBSPA) 
September 20, 2017 

 

Agenda 
 

Meeting Attendees: Jeannine Magliocco, CJ Meehan, Julie Richardson, Elaine Sandy, Carolyn 
Beal, Kristin McBride, Frank Previti, Liza Pinto, Susan Aaron, Mary Connelly, Rita Rossi, Aby 
Ollila, Neile Hartman, Cilla Donatelli, Kate Dana, Andy Marciniszyn, Jess Galatro, Kristen Harrall, 
John Flynn, Joe Hoefferle, Linda Colvin, Carolina Fonsent, Erin Donohue, Pam Hitchman 
 
Faculty Liaison Update (CJ Meehan) 
The faculty would like to thank the HBSPA for the purchase of the playground storage 
equipment and play materials. They would also like to thank the parents for helping with 
Grandparents/Grandfriends Day. CJ Meehan is licensed as a CPR trainer, and plans to train the 
entire staff. 
 
President Updates (Kristin McBride) 
Thank you’s to parent volunteers for events that occurred in August and September. 
Grandparents/Grandfriends Day: Rachel O’Connell, Carolyn Beal, Nadia Winter, Aby Ollila, and 
Neile Hartman. Parent Social at the Bucket Brewery: Bethany Sutton. Playground Storage 
Assembly Help: Andy Marciniszyn and Neile Hartman.  
 
The school is looking for additional donations for the playground storage, such as jump ropes, 
balls, chalk, etc. 
 
Event Updates 
Scholastic Book Fair (Joe Hoefferle) 
Joe is looking for a co-chair to help manage the Scholastic Book Fairs, which occur in the Fall 
and Spring. The Fall Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled for Monday, September 25-Thursday, 
September 28. Volunteers are also needed to help set-up, take-down, and help students find 
books. To volunteer, sign-in here: http://signup.com/go/vZZykin.  
 
Pizza Night (John Flynn) 
Held on Wednesday, September 27 at 5:30pm, this is an event for families to meet and socialize 
over pizza. It is held in the school cafeteria and the cost is $5 per person. This night is always 
held in the Fall to coincide with the Book Fair, which is open during Pizza Night. To volunteer at 
Pizza Night, sign-in here:  http://signup.com/go/vzLTLJW. 
 
Picture Day 
This is scheduled for the morning of Friday, October 6. Students will take individual and class 
pictures. 

http://signup.com/go/vZZykin
http://signup.com/go/vzLTLJW


 
Fall Fest (Susan Aaron) 
This event is scheduled for Saturday, October 14. Parent volunteers are needed, especially to 
manage students using the inflatable obstacle course and bouncy house. Event volunteers have 
also been recruited from LaSalle Academy to help during the day of the event. This event will 
overlap with the school’s Open House for prospective families, and those families are invited to 
attend. 
 
Movie Night 
This will be the first time that a free movie night will be held. It is scheduled for November 3. 
The students have voted on four different movie options: Moana, Sing, Lego Batman, and 
Trolls, and the winner will be announced shortly. 
 
5th Grade Middle School Fair (Jessica Hewitt) 
This is scheduled for the morning of Friday, October 6. Numerous area middle schools will have 
information tables, where the 5th graders and parents will have an opportunity to ask 
questions. There will also be a panel of parents speaking, that will share their experiences in 
identifying the right middle school for their child. 
 
The Middle School Fair overlaps with Picture Day. Fifth graders will have their school photos 
taken first, to enable them to do both activities.  
 
Event Photographer Volunteer 
Elaine Sandy, a Henry Barnard grandparent, volunteered to be an event photographer at our 
events. She also offered to edit any professional photographer photos taken by the RIC 
photographer, as well. 
 
Treasurer Updates (Liza Pinto) 
Budget update 
As stated in an earlier letter to families, the HBSPA will no longer collect annual dues from 
parents. To address the smaller HBSPA budget, it was proposed to allocate smaller amounts of 
money to longstanding budget items: grade-level events (held outside of school hours and 
intended to be community-building activities) and teacher stipends (teachers apply for funds 
that are allocated to specific education areas). 
 
It was voted to keep the teachers stipends at $200 per year. It was voted to reduce the cost of 
the grade-level events to $50 per year. 
 
Committee Updates 
Health and Wellness Committee (Kate Grennan Dana) 
Kate is the new chair of this committee. She has meet with Nurse Blessing and Julie Richardson 
to discuss their focus for the year. The main focus will be on nutrition and with a secondary 
focus on health and wellness for the whole child (physical and emotional). 
 



This year, the Committee will not sponsor the walk-a-thon in the Spring, based on parent 
feedback from the 2016-2017 academic year. Instead, there will be another event that focuses 
on the benefits of physical fitness.  The Global Awareness component of the walk-a-thon is 
being addressed through a collaboration with specialist teachers. 
 
Principal Updates (Jeannine Magliocco) 
 
Thank you for attending Opening Night at the beginning of the school year.  
 
New Rhode Island School Leadership Council 
Over the summer, Principal Magliocco was named to this new state-wide council, “Lead RI 
Cohort 1”. This will entail her not being in the school for two days per month, and on those days 
Mr. Janaway will be the Acting Principal. This position will bring benefits to Henry Barnard as a 
whole, as well as bring Doctoral credit to Principal Magliocco. The focus of this council is on 
systems change. 
 
Parking Update 
The Principal shares parent frustrations with the parking situation, where Rhode Island College 
(RIC) requested that parents park in Lot A or use the school’s carport spaces. In the past, Rhode 
Island College (RIC) permitted parents to park in Lot D. The decision was based on RIC faculty 
experiencing a parking shortage in Lot D. 
 
Since this policy has gone into effect, the Principal has had several meetings with Vice 
Presidents at RIC to come to an agreement that is beneficial to both groups. As a result, the 
policy has changed and parents can again park in Lot D in the morning during drop off. 
 
On October 5, RIC will have their next Parking Council meeting to talk about the overall parking 
situation on the campus. Henry Barnard has been lobbying for expanded dedicated parking on 
the campus. Behind the school near the cafeteria, several additional spots will be allocated to 
Henry Barnard. The timeframe will be later in the school year, after some of the campus 
construction has completed. 
 
1st and 2nd Grade Playground Update 
The playground was taken down during the 2016-2017 school year because it violated safety 
regulations. Originally, it was Henry Barnard’s understanding that RIC purchased a new 
playground for the school, but that was not the case. The goal is to replace the playground with 
a new one, with funding provided by RIC. Timing on this approach will be in Spring 2018 at the 
earliest. RIC is currently undergoing a budget issue, which has affected the timing. 
 
A question was raised: will the 1st and 2nd graders be able to use any of the other two HBS 
playgrounds in the interim? The Principal and teachers are open to having this occur. 
 
Introduction of the new Director of Institutional Advancement (Katherine Major) 



Katherine is the new Director of Institutional Advancement, and her focus is on school 
fundraising and looking at alternative funding sources. The school will be more strategic in 
asking parents for additional funds, to lessen the burden.  
 
There is a very strong need to develop a Financial Aid program. The school lost 66 students over 
the past few years by not being able to offer Financial Aid. She plans to seek outside funding for 
these scholarships as much as possible.  
 
One of the areas she is focused on is looking at alternative funding sources for the 1st and 2nd 
grade playground. 
 
Grandparents/Grandfriends Day will now be an annual event at the school. A thank you e-mail 
was sent to the attendees. 
 
Katherine is broadening the school’s marketing activities, including outreach to the alumni 
community, increased online advertising, and social media marketing. The school’s website was 
also recently updated. 
 


