
 
 

Henry Barnard School Parent Association (HBSPA) 
May 17, 2018 

 

Minutes 
 
Meeting Attendees:  Carolyn Beal, Jeannine Magliocco, Frank Previti, Liza Pinto, Kristin 
McBride, Neile Hartman, Aby Ollila, CJ Meehan, Elaine Sandy, Iris Tong, Craig Hopkins 
 
Faculty Liaison Update (CJ Meehan and Sarah Hess)  
The last day that the faculty can submit reimbursement receipts for teacher stipends is June 30. 
For the next academic year, Sara Blessing suggested combining the Health & Wellness 
Committee with the Green Team. 
 
CJ Meehan offered to conduct a Mindfulness training for parents, if there is interest. She plans 
to become certified as a Mindfulness Instructor. On April 30, Sara Blessing and CJ Meehan 
offered CPR training to parents and faculty. This training will be offered again to parents in the 
winter of 2019. 
  
Field Day / Fun Day Updates (Neile Hartman and Craig Hopkins) 
Field Day is scheduled for Friday, June 1 and is for the upper school (grades 3-5). The students 
will arrive at the Rhode Island College (RIC) track at 8:30am and there is an opening ceremony 
at 8:45am. They then have a track and field competition between two teams (blue and gold). 
The HBPA sponsors a Dell’s cart for all students. The upper school will have a BBQ lunch, 
provided by Donovan Dining. All parent volunteer spots have been secured. Parents are 
welcome to attend to cheer on the students. Detailed information has been sent to families and 
a final reminder will also be distributed. 
 
Fun Day is scheduled for Wednesday, June 6 and is for the lower school (grades PreK-2). Two 
parent volunteers are needed from 8:30am-10:30am to help set-up and clean-up. If interested, 
please contact Neile Hartman. There will be a bring-your-own picnic for families at noon. 
 
President Updates (Kristin McBride) 
Thank You’s to Parent Volunteers 
Thank you to Nnenna Oronsaye for organizing this year’s Teacher Appreciation Week. Thank 
you also to all parent volunteers for participating in Teacher Appreciation Week.  
 
Thank you to Aby Ollila for organizing the Green Team’s plant sale, along with the HBS Student 
Council. At the plant sale, $165 was raised. 
 
2018-2019 HBSPA Slate Vote 

mailto:neilehartman@yahoo.com?subject=Fun%20Day%20Volunteer


A vote was organized for the 2018-2019 HBSPA Board slate. The following people were voted 
into positions: 

• President: Kristin McBride 

• Vice President: Frank Previti 

• Secretary: Needs to be filled 

• Treasurer: Liza Pinto 

• Parent Volunteer Coordinator: Aby Ollila 

• Media Chair: Kristin Stone 

• Global Awareness Chairs: Victoria Restler and Byron Alex 
 
Upcoming events:  

• Field Day (June 1) 

• HBS 120th Anniversary Cocktail Reception (June 1) 
o This will be held in the HBS courtyard. This is an adults-only evening reception. It is 

open to alumni, friends of the school, and parents to attend. More information will 
be sent home to families. 

• Final HBSPA meeting (June 4 – new date!) 

• Fun Day (June 6) 

• Last Day of School (June 8) 
 
1st and 2nd Grade Playground 
Members of the HBSPA Board of Directors met with senior Vice Presidents at RIC to discuss the 
1st and 2nd grade playground. The former playground was taken down by RIC because it did not 
meet safety requirements.  
 
RIC clearly stated that, as in the past, the funds for the new playground would need to be raised 
by the school. RIC would then install the playground on our behalf. A first step is to survey the 
land to ensure that there are no pipes, electrical wires, or other items underneath that would 
impact the location of equipment. 
 
It was suggested to periodically invite RIC student teachers and other involved faculty to HBSPA 
meetings, to gain them as advocates. 
 
Principal Updates (Jeannine Magliocco)  
New Technology Program 
RIC’s Feinstein School of Education will be partnering with HBS because we were awarded a 
pilot program to leverage Google Suite in education. Information about this program was 
included in a prior month’s update from Principal Magliocco. 
 
Faculty Updates 
There will be several exciting changes in the faculty for the 2018-2019 academic year. Two of 
our teachers will be leaving HBS to become full-time professors at RIC: Ms. Ripstein and Dr. 
Capraro. We congratulate them on this career development.  



 
Below is a summary of other faculty changes: 

• Next year, there will be three kindergarten classrooms. There is now a vacancy for a 
kindergarten teacher, and the job requisition will be posted shortly. 

• Ms. Adair will be moving to 1st grade 

• Ms. Hess will be moving to 2nd grade next year 

• 3rd grade teachers will be Ms. Millette and Ms. Schwab. 

• 4th grade teachers will be Ms. Thompson and Ms. Bucci 

• There will be one 5th grade teacher, Ms. Percoco 
 
New Lunch Menu 
The new lunch menu is now live. Many thanks to our student council advocates, with the help 
of Sara Blessing, for conducting student surveys on what they would like to see on a revised 
lunch menu. They then met with Donovan Dining to make healthy and interesting changes to 
the menu. 
 
Thank You’s 
Thank you to Nnenna Oronsaye for the wonderful Teacher Appreciation Week. The staff 
definitely felt very appreciated. Thank you to Aby Ollila for all of her work on the Green Team. 
Many thanks to Iris Tong for all of her work on the Cultural Awareness Committee. 
 
Leadership Rhode Island 
Principal Magliocco was part of this national, year-long cohort for education leaders, which was 
a phenomenal experience. She will be graduating from the program this Spring. She will be 
trained to become a content facilitator for future cohorts. 
 
Enrollment Numbers 
We are projected to have 239 students for the 2018-2019 school year, which is a larger number 
than this year. 
 
Financial Aid Program 
Families have applied to the new financial aid program, and both new and existing families have 
qualified for aid. 
 
Math Curriculum 
Sample math curriculum materials were shared with the group that will be used next year. It is 
from the Singapore Math program.  
 
Committee Updates  
Cultural Awareness Committee (Iris Tong) 
There are several upcoming cultural events occurring in the Providence area in the spring. More 
information on the events can be found here: 
http://henrybarnardschool.org/wordpress1/global-awareness/  

http://henrybarnardschool.org/wordpress1/global-awareness/


 
The committee asked for $200 to purchase several books that help promote cultural 
awareness, we will vote on it at the next meeting. 


