
 
 

Henry Barnard School Parent Association (HBSPA) 
January 18, 2018 

 

Minutes 
 

Meeting Attendees: Kristin McBride, Carolyn Beal, Iris Tong, Julie Richardson, Erin Donohue, 
Elaine Sandy, CJ Meehan, Kristin Stone, Joe Hoefferle, Shanna Person, Neile Hartman, Victoria 
Restler, Andy Marcinisyn, Pam Hitchman 
 
Faculty Liaison Update (CJ Meehan)  
Seven members of the faculty attended their first CPR training on Friday, January 12. This was 
an option during the ½ day teacher professional development. Currently, there are 9 staff 
members in the building who are CPR certified. This faculty training will occur again in the fall. 
The faculty thanks the HBSPA again for contributing funds 
 
The faculty would like to offer HBS parents to be trained, at a cost of $28/person (this is the 
certification cost). If you are interested in being CPR trained or learning more information, 
please contact CJ Meehan. 
 
Bullying and Guidance Curriculum (Julie Richardson) 
Ms. Richardson, our school Guidance Counselor, attended the meeting to discuss the Guidance 
curriculum as it pertains to bullying and tolerance. She is working with all classes on grade-
appropriate content on the anti-bullying and tolerance topics. She is pulling curriculum items 
from several sources such as “Welcoming Schools”, “Second Step”, and “Teaching Tolerance”.  
 
She starts each lesson by hearing first from the students to understand their concerns and then 
providing definitions for unkind behaviors versus bullying behaviors. The goal is to provide 
them with the skills to not give into peer pressure, stand up to unkind and bullying behavior, 
and being comfortable with saying “no”. Ms. Richardson provided this link to learn more about 
good books to read with your children on the topics of diversity and tolerance: 
http://www.welcomingschools.org/resources/books/. 

 
There is also a discussion with students regarding the difference between standing up to unkind 
behavior versus “tattletale” behavior. The language the school uses is “tattle” versus “tell”. 
Classroom teachers also address this topic, working with Ms. Richardson.  
 
Ms. Richardson commented that her door is always open for students and parents. 
 
President Updates (Kristin McBride) 
Upcoming events 

• Family ice skating at the Alex & Ani skating rink (January 21)  
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• Family Dance (February 10): This will be held from 5:30pm-8:30pm at RIC’s Donovan 
Dining Services 

• Scholastic Book Fair (March 5-8): More information will be sent home to families. 

• Family Reading Night (March 7): More information will be sent home to families. 

• PawSox game (May 5): This will be both Stars Wars Night and a fireworks night at the 
Pawsox game. The HBS chorus will also perform. More information will be sent home to 
families. 

 
Volunteers needed for Yearbook and Teacher Appreciation Week 
Teacher Appreciation Weeks needs a chair or co-chairs. To make planning easier, there is a 
template to follow regarding the week’s activities. The Yearbook also needs a chair. This 
position involves collecting photos and placing them in a pre-formatted Yearbook template. If 
interested in volunteering for either activity, please contact Cilla Donatelli or Kristin McBride. 
 
New school supplies program 
This will be the first time that HBS offers a school supply program. This will be for the 2018-
2019 academic year. More information will be sent home to families 
 
Principal Updates (Jeannine Magliocco)  
Snow Days 
The academic calendar was built with snow days in mind, to try to minimize the impact of snow 
days. The school looks at “instructional minutes” versus “school days”. Currently, the snow days 
have not impacted the current school calendar. 
 
Spanish Curriculum 
As part of the Spanish curriculum, the students discuss and learn about the culture in Spanish-
speaking countries. Part of that culture is the aspect of religion. In the classroom, religious 
education is not taught, but the cultural impact of religion is taught. For parents who are 
interested in learning more, Principal Magliocco has the Spanish curriculum in her office. 
 
Math Curriculum 
This topic was discussed during a 2nd grade Principal’s Coffee Hour. There is a difference 
between a math program (typically grade-level) versus a school-wide math curriculum.  
 
Conference Presentation 
Principal Magliocco had a presentation accepted at the National Association for Professional 
Development on the topic of last year’s Kids Inquiry Conference (KIC). Dr. Capraro will be co-
presenting with the Principal. 
  
Committee Updates 
Health & Wellness (Kate Dana) 
The committee is working with Nurse Blessing, the student council president, and the student 
Lunch Committee on the topic of healthy cafeteria meals. A parent survey was sent home by 
Nurse Blessing regarding the meals served in the cafeteria. Its intent is to gauge the popularity 
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of the items and gain suggestions to enhance the menu. Students were also surveyed on this 
topic. 
 
Global Awareness (Iris Tong) 
The Global Awareness committee is looking for additional committee members, ideally one 
parent from each grade. They are still looking for parents from kindergarten, 2nd, and 3rd 
grades.  Contact Iris Tong if interested. 
 
Señora Klassen has arranged to host a Skype call with the Landfill Harmonic of Paraguay’s 
director, Mr. Favio Chavez, to coincide with our school’s Extravaganza Español.  
 
This year’s One School One Book program will have a global awareness theme. Ms. Nagib sent 
out a parent communication about the book, “This is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of 
Seven Kids from Around the World” by Matt Lamothe.  
 


