
 
 

Henry Barnard School Parent Association (HBSPA) 
February 16, 2017 

 

Minutes 
 
Attendees: Jeannine Magliocco, CJ Meehan, Carolyn Beal, Liza Pinto, Phyllis Lim-Bruck, Karen 
Ng, Jessica Hewitt, Neile Hartman, Kate Dana, Kristin McBride, Abygail Ollila, Iris Tong, Joe 
Hoefferle, Lynn Simon, Cilla Donatelli, Andrew Marcinslyn 
 
Faculty Liaison Update (CJ Meehan) 
CPR Training 
The faculty asked for a follow-up to a funding request. During the first HBS Parents Association 
(HBSPA) meeting of this school year, there was a request to fund materials for staff CPR training 
and materials. It was voted by the HBSPA to have the funds raised during the Walk-a-Thon to  
go towards the funding of this request.  
 
“Chill Skills” Afterschool Program 
CJ Meehan met Linda Singer, an HBS alumnus from the 1960s. She is a relaxation expert who 
holds “Chill Skills” programs for elementary school children. The entire program costs $400 for 
approximately 25 children. CJ suggested that this could be a new after-school option for 
students. HBSPA meeting attendees were supportive of this new after-school program. As a 
follow-up, CJ will create and distribute an informational flyer for parents. 
 
Mindfulness Seminar for Parents 
CJ Meehan offered to host a Mindfulness seminar for HBS parents. The HBSPA will follow-up 
with CJ to schedule the session.  
 
Teacher Academic Accomplishments 
A parent suggested that a group in Bloomz be created so that teachers can share updates on 
their academic research with parents. Principal Magliocco agreed that this was a good idea to 
share the faculty’s academic accomplishments. A parent suggested also highlighting the 
accomplishments of the student teachers who are embedded in the classrooms. HBS currently 
has 8 student teachers, all very accomplished.  
 
Dismissal Issues 
The Teacher Associates have noticed at dismissal time that some of the parents who walk to 
the school, grab their students without letting a teacher know. It would be beneficial if parents 
could wait towards the side of the entrance so that each student could be safely dismissed. 
RIC’s chief of police will provide assistance/counsel in placing orange cones at the carport. 
Principal Magliocco is also investigating receiving a crossing guard from the City of Providence.  
 



Principal Updates (Jeannine Magliocco) 
Tuition Update 
Tuition is at a controlled state. RIC’s Budget Office has agreed to finalize a 3-year tuition plan, 
where tuition will not increase more than 3% each year over the next 3 years. Principal 
Magliocco is working over the longer-term tuition strategy with RIC. 
 
Science Inquiry Conference for Kids on May 5 
At the suggestion and guidance from Dr. Nissley of RIC’s School of Education, HBS will hold their 
first Science Inquiry Conference for Kids on May 5. Parents are welcome to attend the event. 
The entire school will participate, with the exception of one pre-k class (one pre-k class is 
piloting the program). The event will be the culmination of ongoing student research, and Dr. 
Nissley’s college students will work in each classroom to help facilitate. This event will mirror an 
adult’s science symposium, and will open with a keynote speaker from POW!Science and then 
have students present their research in grade-level break-out sessions. The day will conclude 
with students touring RIC science labs to meet scientists in-person. An informational flyer will 
be sent to parents shortly. 
 
Director of Institutional Advancement Position 
This position has been approved and published. HBS is accepting job applications for this 
position. 
 
Question from Parent: There have been a number of academic changes this year: new Spanish 
program, new Music program, new Math program, new Spelling program, etc. Is the HBS 
Administration planning to collect parent feedback on these changes in any formal way? 
Principal Magliocco plans to send out a parent survey, similar to what was distributed several 
years ago.  
 
Question from Parent: We are still in early stages of Bloomz usage, and parents have questions. 
What is the best way for us to get those to questions to Jessica Borges? For example, does she 
wish to start a Bloomz post on this topic?  
Principal Magliocco can act as the go-to person for any Bloomz-related questions. Based on a 
parent suggestion, a group in Bloomz will be created to discuss/address questions or issues. 
Support@Bloomz.com is another resource for issues with the app. 
 
President Updates (Kristin McBride) 
Pasta Night 
Pasta Night will be held on Thursday, March 2. The Book Fair will be open that night. 
 
School Website Updates 
Jessica Hewitt, Kristin McBride, John Arango, and Paul Janaway are working on updating the 
school’s website to ensure that it is very parent-focused (current and prospective). The website 
changes will be updated in phases. The website will now include HBSPA information. 
 
 

mailto:Support@Bloomz.com


HBSPA Financial Operations Update  
Earlier this week, Steve Netter, RIC’s Controller, met with some officers of the HBPA. He is 
advising the group to move the HBSPA bank account from the RIC Foundation (high 
maintenance fees) to an agency account. He will help us get a credit card terminal to help 
facilitate some payments. There are still complications to support on-line payments that need 
to be worked out. 
 
Green Team 
The HBS Green Team is holding an ongoing fundraiser at the restaurant, Not Your Average 
Joe’s, in Seekonk. A flyer was sent home to parents that should be brought to the restaurant. 
For the past several Wednesday evenings, proceeds of participants’ bills will be donated to the 
HBS Green Team to fund the school’s hydroponics program and grounds beautification 
program.  
 
The Green Team is a group comprised of faculty, parents and RIC administrators to promote 
environmental-awareness at the school – focuses on both the school grounds and curriculum. 
 
Box Tops Fundraiser 
Parents are reminded to continue to submit Box Tops coupons as part of the school-wide 
fundraiser. Please remember to include the name and teacher of your student, because the 
classroom with the most submitted Box Tops will win a popsicle party. 
 
Vote on continuing to fund the teachers’ staff room water delivery service 
The HBSPA voted and decided to hold-off on a decision in order to have further discussions with 
the school Administration. 
 
Committee Updates 
Book Fair (Joe Hoefferle) 
Book Fair will be held February 28-March 3. Volunteers are needed, especially during the 
evening of Pasta Night. A reminder for volunteers will be send out to parents. 
 
Wellness Committee (Ann Durham and Andrea Wool) 
The Wellness Committee, along with Nurse Sara Blessing, are focusing on an Eat the Rainbow 
event. This event is focused on healthy eating and replaces the Eat Green/Wear Green event 
that has occurred in past years. Activities will occur March 27-31, with a healthy food tasting 
occurring on March 30. 
 
Global Awareness Committee (Iris Tong) 
The Global Awareness committee is very aligned with the Walk-a-Thon. This event is scheduled 
for May 11. As was done last year, each classroom selects a country. At the opening ceremony 
for the Walk-a-Thon, each class holds a flag representing that country. 
 
Field Day/Fun Day (Karen Ng) 



Field Day is scheduled for June 2. It is an event for students in grades 3-5. Fun Day is scheduled 
for June 7. It is an event for students in grades pre-k – 2. 
 
Grandparents/Grandfriends Day (Carolyn Beal) 
A Save the Date announcement will be distributed shortly. The event date is Wednesday, June 7. The 
purpose of this event is to further strengthen our multi-generational community at Henry Barnard. To 
address families that have students in both the Lower and Upper Schools, the day will be broken into 
segments: 

• Morning: Fun Day for the Lower School 

• “Bridge” activity: Entire school is invited to an outdoor 4th and 5th grade concert at the school 
and a bring-your-own picnic lunch 

• Afternoon: The Upper School’s Grandparents/Grandfriends will proceed with their student to 
classrooms. Each teacher will determine their specific classroom activities. 

 


