
Henry Barnard School Parent Association (HBSPA)
December 15, 2016

Minutes

Meeting Attendees: Karen Ng, Neile Hartman, Ann Durham, Jeannine Magliocco, Kristin 
McBride, Joe Hoefferle, Kate Dana, Jessica Hewitt, Phyllis Lim-Bruck, Iris Tong, Jessica Borges, 
Michelle Nonis

Faculty Liaison Update (Michelle Nonis)
No faculty updates.  Michelle Nonis will replace Meg Adair has faculty liaison beginning in 
January.  CJ Meehan will also stay on as faculty liaison.

Bloomz Update/Information (Jessica Borges)
Class Messenger will be shut down on December 23rd.  Looked at several different apps, 
Bloomz seemed most similar to Class Messenger, but with more features/options.  Bloomz is 
like Facebook, but just for our community.  It is still free and has responsive customer service.  
As we continue to explore it, there is a possibility of combining the HBSPA and HBS.  All parents 
should have received an invitation to join HBS and their child’s classroom.  

● There is also a list of codes if parents change email addresses and need to join.  Library 
volunteers and lunchroom volunteers will get a special group code sent to them.

● Christina and Donna in the office also have access.  If your child is sick, you can send one 
message to reach the office, classroom teacher and nurse.

● We are looking into putting the directory document on the HBSPA Bloomz so parents 
can access it for invitations, etc.  Many forms (dismissal change, emergency, lunch) will 
be available on HBS Bloomz. 

● There was a discussion on the importance of keeping the website up-to-date so 
caregivers, prospective families, grandparents, etc. have access to information even 
though they do not have Bloomz.

Principal Updates (Jeannine Magliocco)
New FTE Position
The new position is in the RIC approval stage and will then go to state approval.  There should 
be no issues with adopting the new position as a FTE was repurposed.  Jeannine hopes to have 
the position filled by spring.

Enrollment
Our projections for enrollment for the 2017-2018 academic year are strong (projected to be 
270 students). We continue to get more applications across the grade span.  There is high 
interest at the preschool level and first grade is full for next year.



Revenue
With the phase out of the Providence-Barnard Plan there are more full paying seats.  In addition 
to increased enrollment and a tuition increase of no more than 3%,  there is a project revenue 
increase of $1 Million in the upcoming year.  The RIC administration has a proposal (in the idea 
phase) of need based scholarships to offset the 3% increase.  There is concern that as a 
laboratory school we should reflect the diversity of the community and without the Providence-
Barnard plan we will lose that.  The new position will hopefully help address those concerns.

Governing Board
The idea of a governing board for HBS was brought up.  There have been talks last year with RIC 
administration and it was a positive discussion.  Jeannine will follow up.

1st & 2nd Grade Playground
RIC is still planning to move forward with replacing and relocating the play structure, as well as 
fencing the area in.  The timeline has been pushed back, we are not sure of when it will be 
completed.

Consultant Report
The consultants are bringing the report and meeting with administration tomorrow.  The 
preliminary information they shared had valuable data. 

President Updates (Kristin McBride)
Thank You’s (Kristin McBride)
Thank you to all the parent volunteers who matted art work, set up the art show and worked at 
the activity and wrapping tables at the Barnes & Noble night.  A huge thank you to Karl 
Dominey, who stepped in as Henry the Tiger and did a fantastic job.  Also thank you to Mr. 
Santo and the chorus for an amazing performance and to Senora Klassen for providing fun 
activities.
One issue that came up was that it was the same night as the 5th grade field trip.  The students 
returned late and many were not able to make it to the chorus concert.  Looking at how to 
better communicate scheduling of events.

Bloomz (Kristin McBride)
Kristin will import all parents into the HBSPA Bloomz account over the next week.  Once that is 
complete a final email will be sent and all further communication will be via Bloomz.  We will no 
longer send email communication.  A reminder to parents that if there are any pictures you 
would like to keep that were sent on Class Messenger, you need to download those prior to 
December 23rd or they will be gone when CM shuts down.

Vice President Update (Kate Grennan Dana)
Annual HBSPA Membership Drive (Kate Dana)
Thank you to the parents who suggested a Day of Giving at the last meeting.  The postcards that 
were sent home helped increase our participation from 13% to 25% with 19 new and 2 repeat 



donors.  Another request will go out in the spring.  We are on target with year’s past.  We 
average around 45% participation.

Committee Updates
Wellness Committee (Ann Durham)
Eat Green/Wear Green
Eat Green/Wear Green will change to Eat Healthy Day.  The healthy food tasting day was 
scheduled for March 10th, but with the Family Dance that day a new date will be chosen as 
parents are relied on heavily for volunteers.  Instead of just one day there will a focus on a 
Healthy Eating Week allowing more parents to come and read in their child’s classroom about 
healthy eating.  The Eat Green/Wear Green was a statewide effort but lost funding and will not 
be happening this year, HBS is going to keep the activity going independently.  The committee is 
looking at how to distribute the tasting foods more equitably to prevent a handful of students 
from making multiple trips to the food table, leaving little for other students.
Walk-a-Thon
The walk-a-thon will be May 11 (Rain date May 12).  The funds raised from the walk-a-thon will 
purchase CPR equipment for the school.  If there are any remaining funds there will be a vote as 
to an appropriate use.  Leading up to the walk-a-thon Sara Blessing is hoping to expand it to a 
month of healthy activities.  The scope and activities are still in planning stages.  The Health & 
Wellness committee would like to finish up the upper wing playground with the funds that 
were previously raised for that purpose.  An issue arose with the gaga pit in terms of an area to 
place it, the Health & Wellness Committee and Playground Committee, in conjunction with 
Jeannine will figure out the next steps to finish the upper wing playground.  The HBSPA will 
purchase but then transfer ownership of an equipment to the school to alleviate liability 
concerns.  RIC has the responsibility to maintain playground equipment. 

Global Awareness Committee (Iris Tong)
The walk-a-thon will feature the culmination of a country study again this year.  There is some 
concern about the time involved so we will ask for parent volunteers to assist in classrooms 
that need it.  The idea is that a child who enters in Preschool will graduate having studied a 
different country every year.  There is also the possibility about weaving in social justice studies 
based on the country (possibly for older children only).


