
 
 

Henry Barnard School Parent Association (HBSPA) 
October 19, 2018 

 

Minutes 
 
Meeting Attendees: Kristin McBride, Kristin Stone, Johanna Paavilainen, Bridget Eisenhart, 
James Kellner, Elaine Sandy, Liza Pinto, Frank Previti, Andy Marciniszyn, Joe Hoefferle, Pam 
Hitchman, Stephanie Umaschi, Sara Blessing, CJ Meehan 
 
Presidential Updates (Kristin McBride) 
Thank you’s 
Thank you to all the parents who volunteered during Fall Fest, Pizza Night and Book Fair.  A 
special thank you to Susan Aaron & Kristin Stone for organizing Fall Fest, John Flynn for 
coordinating pizza night and Joe Hoefferle and Ann Wang Ryan for organizing the Book Fair. 
 
Wine & Whiskey Fundraiser Update 
Ticket sales (presale Tiger Packs and online ticket sales) brought in $1,100.  The silent auction 
brought in an additional $1,200.  After expenses of approximately $330.  We made $1,970 that 
will be split between HBS Scholarships and playground upgrades.  We had just under 60 people 
in attendance and hope to increase attendance in future years. 
 
Picture Day Update 
Picture day was Tuesday, if you did not order prints you can order online at coffeepond.com (a 
late fee may be charged).  Pictures will be distributed towards the end of November.  A 
makeup/retake day has been scheduled for December 4th.  We start taking pictures around 8:15 
and will check into each classroom to see if students need a retake.  We will also ensure every 
child who was absent has their photo taken. 
 
Upcoming Events 

• Spooktacular is Friday 10/26 from 6:30-8:30. All are welcome. 

• 1st Grade Principal Conversation Hour is 11/7.  All first grade parents are invited to join 
Mrs. Borges in the library at 8:00am.  Please check in to the window at the office first. 

• Drama Club Production for the Nutcracker will be 11/17 & 11/18.   

• Family Movie Night (Incredibles 2) will be 11/30. 
 
Principal Updates (Jessica Borges)  
Mrs. Borges was out today, but wanted the following information relayed to parents. 

• If you are on Facebook, please like the HBS Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/HenryBarnardLaboratorySchool/.  If you are able to post a 
review it would be very helpful in continuing to market the school to the community.   

https://www.facebook.com/HenryBarnardLaboratorySchool/


• HBS was featured on RIDE’s website as an Amazing School.  Link can be found on 

school website/Facebook page 

• Susan DeAthos has been hired as Intervention Specialist this year 

• Arrival Routine Update: Parents in Grades K-5 who are dropping off after 8am must say 

their goodbyes at the door.  Our day starts at 8am and at that time, we need to know 

everyone in the building.  It becomes a safety issue and at times, delays the start of the 

school day.  Preschool families who come in by the office can walk their child to class.  

Everyone is welcome to walk their child in from 7:45-8:00.  This is part of an ongoing 

effort to improve school safety. 

• BYOD (Bring your own device) program has begun.  Teachers that have started are 

reporting that it is going well so far.  It is so helpful to have more devices in the 

classroom, especially with Google Classroom being utilized now in some grades.  

o For grades 3-5 Chromebooks are ideal if you are looking for a device.  Students 

can learn typing, do research and access Google Classroom. We currently only 

have a couple of Chromebooks in grades 3-5. 

• Specialists would love to hear from parents.  If you have any questions, concerns, 

positive comments please reach out.   

 
Faculty Liaison Update (CJ Meehan)  
There will be another CPR training available for parents on the half day of January 18th.  The 
class will first be open to teachers and then parents.  If you need childcare, Explorations is an 
option for individuals participating in the course.  The cost is $28 that covers the Red Cross fee. 
Please contact CJ Meehan for additional information (cmeehan@ric.edu).  This will likely be the 
Last course for this school year. 
 
The Student Enrichment Committee has booked a Polynesian dance group for the Community 
Building Hour on January 4th.  Mr. Santo will be doing ukulele lessons in classes prior to the 4th.  
Students will also study Polynesian art and will create their own items with Mrs. Downes.  The 
dance group will teach the students about the significance of the movements, as well as the 
sign language that accompanies the dance. 

• If you have contacts to a Bollywood dance group, the SEC is looking forward to including 
something next year, please contact CJ. 

• On February 15th (week of Chinese New Year) the committee is hoping to bring the 
Bryant University Chinese Lion Dancers in for a performance.  The committee is in the 
process of submitting a proposal for a donation from the HBSPA that will be voted on at 
the November meeting. 

 
The community building hour on January 11th will focus on health and wellness.  There will be 3 
stations for students- yoga, karate and mindfulness.  We are looking for donations of 16.9 oz 
empty, clean water bottles, glitter, sequence and clear glue to be used for mindfulness jars.  
There will be a bin outside of preschool to collect items. 
 
The afterschool Mindfulness program will likely return in the spring semester.  Information will 
be sent home to families when details are confirmed. 

mailto:cmeehan@ric.edu


 
Committee Updates  
Fall Fest (Susan Aaron) 
We had 186 people preregistered, cash, check, and tiger packet for $1,107. Walk-ins ($637), 
total of $1,744 on ticket sales.  Other income was $755 from the vendor area and $206 from 
the raffle.  So we made $2,705.  
We spent a total of $2,399 

• Inflatables: $1,046 

• Rock Wall: $700 

• Kona: $412.50 

• Face Painter: $200 

• Extra Supplies: 41.20 
That means the day ended on a positive cash flow of $306 
 
Book Fair (Ann Wang Ryan/Joe Hoefferle) 
Total sales for this fair were: $4,738.08, and of this, we get to keep 25% or, $1,184.52.  Aware 
of some discussion about other book fair programs, but haven’t had time to look into it yet.  If 
anyone has information they would like to share about other programs please feel free to send 
it in.  Some benefits of Scholastic are it is easy, they drop off/pick up and they handle all the 
POS, they offer a high percentage back to the school (25%), and they offer Scholastic Dollars 
that allow the school to earn books for the library and classrooms. 
 
Pizza Night (John Flynn) 
Cost of pizza went down this year.  We spent $584, had about 170 attendees, which netted 
$290. 

 
Art to Remember (Jess Galatro) 
Art to Remember order forms were sent home last week. The deadline to order for holiday 
delivery is this Tuesday, October 22.  Visit order.arttoremember.com and enter your child's 
unique reference code.  Any missing codes, lost forms or other questoons about this fundraiser, 
please reach out to Jess Galatro at HBSArtToRemember@gmail.com 
 
Other Business 
Food & Nutrition (Jim Kellner) 
Health/Nutrition Curriculum 

• After questions at the last meeting regarding the nutrition curriculum, Jim sat with Ms. 
Borges and Nurse Blessing.  The curriculum is based on 2 items- the USDA My Plate, 
which is used by Nurse Blessing and the Go Slow Whoa Program which is referenced by 
student teachers at RIC.  The health curriculum is developed through a collaboration the 
Nurse Blessing, Julie Richardson, Ms. V (PE), and a RIC professor of nutrition.  Students 
are taught moderation via “sometimes foods” which are treats outside of the My Plate 
designations.  The curriculum is K-5, preschool doesn’t participate. 

Chocolate Milk 

http://order.arttoremember.com/
mailto:HBSArtToRemember@gmail.com


• Chocolate milk was moved to Friday’s only based on parent survey last year about 
school lunches.  It was the first step in a plan to reduce excess sugar and improve school 
lunches.  Jim presented scholarly research on chocolate milk in schools, some conflicting 
research out there (links will be made available for more detailed information).  Do 
nutrition benefits outweigh additional sugar?  What happens with overall milk 
consumption?  Inconclusive evidence relating to weight/BMI since it is hard to attribute 
specific causes.  Can we incentivize white milk, discussion of how best to do this.  Nurse 
Blessing is collecting data on amount of milk being ordered since chocolate milk was 
removed and will get the data on milk orders from last year.   


